THE EUROPEAN PEASANTRY,  1600-1914             179

saw-mills. Some societies deal with drainage, irrigation, and
provision of electricity. Others again keep stud animals for
breeding purposes and some keep stud books. One of the main
purposes of many co-operative societies is to make careful and
complete arrangements for testing the quality of the goods that
pass through their hands for purchase or sale or for creating and
maintaining a standard of quality.

Insurance societies deal with such risks as damage to crops
from the weather and the death of stock, in addition to the
ordinary business of insuring buildings, stacks of corn, and other
effects against fire.

(iii) Co-operation in Landholding and Agricultural Production. One
outcome of the co-operative impulse often overlooked has been
the forming of societies amongst peasants and other cultivators
for holding land and in some cases dealing directly with its
cultivation. Such societies may take a farm or other area of
land and either let it out in plots to their members, in some cases
providing cottages and equipment, or else the society itself
organizes farming on a co-operative or semi-co-operative system,
under which, as in the old village communities, the tenant may
cultivate part of the land individually, whilst part, such as the
farm buildings and grass land, may remain in common use.
Such co-operative organizations are common in Italy and are
also to be found in France, Hungary, and the Ealkans, and in a
few cases in Britain and possibly in other parts of Europe.

(iv) Co-operation and Education. An important feature of rural
co-operation is its educational work. Quite apart from the
psychological value of bringing peasants together and teaching
them the importance of team work, the societies have, in a large
number of cases, though not universally, concerned themselves
with spreading information on agricultural matters and generally
educating their members. They seem also in some cases to have
made their movements into important social centres.

3.  SOME GENERAL COMMENTS

The relations of European governments to agricultural co-
operation deserve exploration, though they can hardly be dealt